Lesson #1
The purpose of this lesson is to have students analyze a text and it’s structure and
determine which text feature the author would/should use based on the structure of
the text. This is to help deepen the students’ understanding of nonfiction and how
many of the unique parts of nonfiction are connected.
If your students need a review of the common text structures, this would be a good
way to begin the lesson. The structures that will be focused on in this lesson are:
Compare & Contrast, Cause & Effect, Descriptive, & Sequential.
The set up of lesson #1 is quite simple. There are 4 different texts (1 of each
structure ). There is also a page of 4 text features. This page needs to be copied
on the back of each of the passage pages. Students can then be assigned to a
specific text, work in groups to complete the reading & questions, and then
determine the feature that can/should support the text and circle it.
Also included is a single passage titled The Earth, to model the process for your
students. The model includes it’s own text feature page to also copy on the back of
the passage page. Modeling the thinking needed for this lesson will be vital for the
students’ success in the objective.
Finally, an exit ticket is included where students are allowed to choose one text
structure and then decide on one text feature that could be used to support that
structure. The student must also justify why.
This lesson is designed to be structurally simple because the discussion is what’s
powerful and deep. Many time students do not see the connection between text
structure and text features or how and why text features are chosen in a text. The
more conversation you have with your students in this lesson the more successful
they will be!

Text Structures & Text Features Model
Read the passage below. Identify the text structure of the passage. Then analyze
the choices of text features and decide which would best support your text and it’s
structure. Justify why the text feature works by using text evidence.

The Earth
Beautiful Earth, home to plants, animals and humans, is the
third planet from the Sun. It’s the fifth largest planet. Some of the
other planets have atmospheres, seasons and even water, but only
Earth combines all these elements in just the right way. Earth is the only
place in the solar system where life is known to be found. The Earth
is a sphere in shape. From space, the Earth looks like a beautiful
green and blue covered marble from its evergreen lands and water
filled oceans.
What is the text structure of the passage above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What evidence do you have to support and prove your structure?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What nonfiction text feature could be used to support the passage
above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Why do you believe that the feature chosen above and the
passage would fit together?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features Model
Analyze the following text features. Which would best support your
passage and it’s structure?

Text Box

Photograph

Timeline

Diagram

Text Structures & Text Features
Read the passage below. Identify the text structure of the passage. Then analyze
the choices of text features and decide which would best support your text and it’s
structure. Justify why the text feature works by using text evidence.

The History of Space Discoveries
The race into space has been a long and detailed journey that has
been going on for many years. Space exploration began back in 1543 when a
scientist named Copernicus discovered that the Earth and planets orbit around
the sun. After that, many other scientists jumped onboard in aiding the space
discoveries. In 1801 Piazzi discovered the first asteroid in space. Many
scientists believed and hoped that one day even humans could enter space to
explore it’s wonders more closely. In 1947 the US launched a group of fruit
flies as the first animal into space. This was the official kickoff to the race to
space between Russia and the US.
What is the text structure of the passage above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What evidence do you have to support and prove your structure?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What nonfiction text feature could be used to support the passage
above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Why do you believe that the feature chosen above and the
passage would fit together?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Read the passage below. Identify the text structure of the passage. Then analyze
the choices of text features and decide which would best support your text and it’s
structure. Justify why the text feature works by using text evidence.

The Ship of Dreams
Space shuttles are made up of many different parts, but the
three main pieces are the rocket boosters, the fuel tank and the
orbiter. There are two rocket boosters that are used to lift the shuttle
off the ground and blast into space. These are cylindrical in shape.
The tank on the outside of the shuttle holds fuel to be used by the
rocket boosters for launch. Orbiters carry the passengers, astronaut
and whatever they bring with them. This is the part of the ship that
most people identify as the space ship itself.
What is the text structure of the passage above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What evidence do you have to support and prove your structure?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What nonfiction text feature could be used to support the passage
above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Why do you believe that the feature chosen above and the
passage would fit together?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Read the passage below. Identify the text structure of the passage. Then analyze
the choices of text features and decide which would best support your text and it’s
structure. Justify why the text feature works by using text evidence.

Many Many Moons
There are more than 181 moons of the various planets, dwarf
planets and asteroid in the solar system. The planets Mercury and
Venus do not have any moons and neither does the dwarf planet
Ceres. Mars has two moons called Phobos and Deimos. These moons
are thought to be captured asteroids and are among the smallest
natural satellites in the solar system. Jupiter has at least 67 moons,
which is the largest number of moons of any of the planets. Almost
all of the moons in space are made up of rock, dirt, and other
minerals.
What is the text structure of the passage above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What evidence do you have to support and prove your structure?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What nonfiction text feature could be used to support the passage
above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Why do you believe that the feature chosen above and the
passage would fit together?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Read the passage below. Identify the text structure of the passage. Then analyze
the choices of text features and decide which would best support your text and it’s
structure. Justify why the text feature works by using text evidence.

The Solar System
Our solar neighborhood is an exciting place. The Solar System
is full of planets, moons, asteroids, comets, minor planets, and many
other exciting objects. The solar system was formed because dust
and gas began to collided and began to move around in a circular
motion. Because this motion took place, a star began to form in the
center of the gas and dust. While continuing to rotate, other clumps
of gas and dirt also formed moving away from the center of the
circle, which eventually became the planets in our solar system.
What is the text structure of the passage above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What evidence do you have to support and prove your structure?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What nonfiction text feature could be used to support the passage
above?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Why do you believe that the feature chosen above and the
passage would fit together?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Analyze the following text features. Which would best support your
passage and it’s structure?

Text Box

Timeline

Graph

Diagram

Text Structures & Text Features Exit Ticket
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.
Pick ONE text structure below. Identify and write one text feature that an author may use to
support that structure in an article. Explain and justify your reasoning for choosing that text
feature.

Cause & Effect

____________________________________________________________

Compare & Contrast

____________________________________________________________

Descriptive
Sequencing

___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Why did you pick that text feature?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features Exit Ticket
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.
Pick ONE text structure below. Identify and write one text feature that an author may use to
support that structure in an article. Explain and justify your reasoning for choosing that text
feature.

Cause & Effect

____________________________________________________________

Compare & Contrast

____________________________________________________________

Descriptive
Sequencing

___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Why did you pick that text feature?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson #2
The objective of this lesson is to again have students determine the text structure of
a passage, and then also determine which TWO text features could be used to
support the passage based on it’s structure.
In this lesson, students are again given a passage which they must read to
determine the structure. There are four passage, one of each structure, with two
empty boxes below. Also given are 2 pages with 8 different text features. Students
are to be given all 4 passages and all 8 text features and be given time to read
through each passage, determine the structure, choose two text features to glue
onto the page, and finally justify why they were chosen based on the structure.
When doing this lesson, I believe it works best when the four passage are stapled to
a large sheet of construction paper (2 on front and 2 on the back) and the individual
text feature cards are cut up and in a baggie ready for the students. This
eliminates extra time needed to cut and glue and allows students more time to
converse.
A page is given to help model this concept with the students. Instead of cutting,
simply circle the two text features that match and would support the passage.
Finally an exit ticket is also provided. Students must read the final passage and
then circle TWO text features that would support the structure and justify why.
Again, the structure of this lesson is simple, but the conversation will be powerful
and deep!
Answers:
Model: Descriptive structure – Map and Diagram Text Features
Descriptive structure = Diagram & Photograph
Cause & Effect structure = Text Box & Labels
Compare & Contrast structure = Table & Graph
Sequential structure = Timeline & Subheadings

Text Structures & Text Features Model
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.

The largest frog is the giant or Goliath frog of West Central Africa. It can grow up to
more than 1 ft long. The largest frog in America is the Bullfrog. It can grow up to
more than 6 inches long. The smallest frog in the Southern Hemisphere is the
Brazilian Gold Frog at 9.8 millimeters. In the Northern Hemisphere, the smallest frog
is the Cricket Frog, discovered on a mountain in Cuba in 1996. They measure about
9.6 - 9.8 mm long. All frogs are special. They can breathe by means of the lungs
and also through their skin. This is because of the way their heart is formed. It has
3 chambers instead of the normal 4.
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I think the text feature of a ______________________ would support the text structure
of _______________________________________________ because _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Feature Cut & Glue Pieces

Text Feature Cut & Glue Pieces

Text Structures & Text Features
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.

Frogs are a kind of small animal belonging to a group called vertebrates
(animals with backbones) known as amphibians. This mean that they live part of
their life in water and the other part of it on land. Amphibians are cold-blooded
animals. This mean that their body temperature is the same as the surrounding
temperature. Their skin absorbs water into their body so they do not have to
drink water to survive. Examples of other amphibians are salamanders and
caecillians. Frogs have strong hind legs to enable them leap forward at a great
distance. The front legs or arms are short. They are used to prop the frog up
when it sits.

I think the text features ______________________ & ____________________ would support the
text structure of _______________________________________________ because
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.

Frogs are considered one of the most adaptable species in the world, since they
have roamed the Earth for the past 190 million years. They can survive on land
and in water, and there is at least one species of frog virtually anywhere fresh
water can be found. Frogs, like all amphibians, are cold-blooded animals, so
their body temperatures change as the temperature in their environment
changes. Additionally, because frog skin produces a mucus, this keeps their
sensitive skin from become dry or receiving damage in other ways when they
are out of the water. Finally, a frog’s eyes are unique. Because of them, they
allow frogs to sneak up on animals on the surface.

I think the text features ______________________ & ____________________ would support the
text structure of _______________________________________________ because
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.

There are many different types of amphibians. Frogs are amphibians. They
generally have a short body, webbed fingers and toes, bulging eyes, and no tail.
Frogs are good jumpers with long powerful legs. Toads are a type of frog.
Many different frogs are slowly becoming extinct. Nearly a quarter of frogs
have an extinct level threat to them. Salamanders look a bit like lizards. They
have skinny bodies, short legs, and long tails. Salamanders can re-grow lost
limbs and other body parts. They like wet, moist areas like wetlands. All
amphibians are cold-blooded. They live part of their life in water and the other
part on land.

I think the text features ______________________ & ____________________ would support the
text structure of _______________________________________________ because
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.

Frog eggs vary in size, colors and shapes with different species. The eggs are
usually covered with a jellylike substance that acts like a protective coating. In
one week the egg turns into a tadpole. They do not look like frogs yet. They look
more like little fish. After 6 weeks hey have a tail and have external gills which
they breath through. After 8 weeks, it will grow the hind legs and then the front
legs or arms. The tail slowly retracts and disappears and the frog hops up to
the land as an adult. Finally after 12 weeks, the tadpole grows its front legs

I think the text features ______________________ & ____________________ would support the
text structure of _______________________________________________ because
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Text Structures & Text Features Exit Ticket
Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________________
Objective: I can support the text structure of a nonfiction text by adding in text features.
Directions: Read the passage. Circle TWO text features that would support the text and then
justify your reason below.

You see something hopping on the ground near a pond. Is it a frog or is it a
toad? Frogs need to live near water. If you pick them up, they have smooth,
moist skin that looks slimy. Their bodies are narrow and their back legs are
longer. Also their jumps are much higher. A toad doesn’t need to live near
water. Their skin is rough and bumpy. Their bodies are wider and their back
legs are shorter and less powerful. Both of these wonderful creatures are
members of the amphibian family. They are cold-blooded and start as eggs
and grow into tadpoles. Can you now tell the difference?
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I think the text features ______________________ & ____________________ would support the
text structure of _______________________________________________ because
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

