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Included in this packet:
9 Biographies (3 different levels)
9 Biographies (with opinions highlighted)
Grouping Cards
Question Cards
Response Sheets (1 for each biography)
Reward Cards
Lesson Plan (optional)
Teacher Directions
Student Directions
Objective/Standard Poster
Anchor Chart

Objective:
I can identify facts and opinions in
paragraphs
Standard:
Distinguish between cause and effect
and between fact and opinion in
informational text.

Fact and Opinion
With Biographies
Lesson Plan:

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

I do: (Teacher Introduces Concept and Models Activity)
Teacher ask the students, “If you could have lunch with any person in the world, alive or dead, who would it
be?” Teacher would continue the discussion by asking, “What kinds of things would you ask them?”
Teacher would then lead the students onto the concept of biographies.
Teacher will hold up a variety of biographies to reiterate their importance. Teacher will ask, “What type
of information will we find in these books?” Teacher will lead students to the answer of “Facts”. Teacher
will ask and read a specific sentence from one of the books (that is not a fact). Teacher will ask, “Is this
a fact?” Teacher and students will discuss difference between fact and opinion.
Teacher will read the objective and standard for the students.
Teacher will discuss the importance of understand the difference between fact and opinion and how it will
help us as readers. Teacher will show the anchor chart and read it with the students.
Teacher will preview the activities for this lesson so the students know what to expect. Teacher will also
tell students about the reward cards that will be given out during the lesson to help spark motivation.
Teacher will then explain the activity that he/she is about to model. The activity: Teacher will ask
students to read a biography. In this biography are facts and opinions about the person. The objective is to
highlight as many opinions as possible. Teacher will model this by using one of the included biographies.
Teacher will also model the response sheet for the students as well. Teacher will think aloud to demonstrate
proper thinking process for the students. Teacher will use the anchor chart as an aide.
After modeling, the teacher will ask the students what they saw the teacher do. Teacher will lead the
students to repeat back important step that he/she took to complete the activity.

Fact and Opinion
With Biographies
Lesson Plan:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

We Do: Teacher and students complete activity together
After discussing the modeling with the students, the teacher will explain the next part of the lesson to the students.
For the We Do portion of the lesson, students will be grouped by ability. Teacher must have students pre-grouped and
assigned a person.
Activity: Students will be grouped and given a biography. Each student will have their own copy. When in their
group, students will be asked to read the bio and highlight the opinions, just as you modeled. Students will then
complete the response page. But now there’s a twist  when groups are done with the response sheet, they will pick
2 facts and 1 opinion that they will read to the class (at a later time). Students can use the anchor chart for
assistance if necessary. After highlighting and completing their response sheet, students then fill out the group
feedback sheet. When groups get finished, give them a copy of a biography. Have them read/scan through to see
if they can identify any opinions in the text.
Teacher passes out grouping cards, allows the students to find their group. Once in groups, students read out their
roles to one another. Teacher hands out materials and displays directions for students to see.
Before beginning, have the students write the objective on the top of their paper.
Teacher walks around assisting groups as necessary. To challenge the higher ability students, teacher ask students
to turn a fact sentence from their biography to an opinion or vice versa.
Teacher allows students time to work.
When time is up, students return to their seats. Teacher has each group, one by one, come up to play the 2 facts
and 1 opinion game. Each group will read out their 2 facts and 1 opinion sentences (in random order). The rest of the
class will guess which sentence is the opinion. Teacher calls and rewards students as answers are given.
Teacher ask questions throughout this portion of the lesson to expand thinking. Use question cards if necessary.
Teacher also has students come up with questions they would like to ask this person. Teacher also asks about the
group feedback response sheet.

Explain why knowing the
difference between fact and
opinion is so important?

Can you construct a sentence
about yourself? Is it a fact
or an opinion?

Debate whether the following
sentence is a fact or opinion:

Generate a question you would
like to ask one of these
famous people.

Mrs. Harris is a fantastic
teacher.

Print these on the backs of all of the question cards
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Recorder

Highlighter

I write down all of the information
in our group. I will use nice
handwriting and work quickly so
we don’t run out of time.

I will highlight the sentences that
everyone in my group agrees to
highlight.

!

Reader

Director

I will read the biography out loud in
my best reading voice for the
other members of my group.

I will read and reread directions
and make sure we are following
all of the rules and procedures for
this lesson.

!

!

!

Print these on the backs of all of the grouping cards

George Washington
The father of our country was born on February 22, 1732. He is
a very important person in the history of the United States. He only
went to school for 7 years. When he was older, he married a woman
named Martha. George and Martha were very happy together.
Later in his life, men came to Philadelphia to discuss America’s
future. George thought he would be a good general so he made a
uniform and went to the meeting. His uniform looked very nice.
Everyone thought George would make a good general. He worked very
hard as a general and everyone liked him. They wanted to make him
king! George thought that America needed something different than a
king, so instead he was elected president in 1787. George was president
for 8 years. He was a fantastic president!
Finally, in 1799 he became ill with a sore throat and died. George
Washington is and will always be the first and best president America
has ever had.

Fact and Opinion Biographies

Name: ___________ Objective: ___________________________
1.

Who is your biography about? ______________________

2.

What is the difference between fact and opinion?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

3.

The
1.
2.
3.

following sentences are from your biography. Please circle whether they are fact or opinion:
He was a very important person in the history of the United States.
F
O
The father of our country was born on February 22, 1732.
F
O
Finally in 1799 he became ill with a sore throat and died.
F
O

4.
Below, write 2 facts from your biography:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Write 1 opinion from your biography:
5.
___________________________________________________________________________
6.

If you could ask this person any question, what would it be?
________________________________________________________________________

