
Teacher Guide to using 
Differentiated Reading Assessments

How Do I use the Assessments?
The assessments are designed to be used in a one-on-one setting, 

most likely during an individual reading conference with a student. 
The goal is to foster authentic conversation and provide students 
with a safe space to think and share. 

First, determine what main skill you are assessing, and open your 

binder to that tab. Then, select the level of assessment that is 
most appropriate for the student. Provide a student copy of the 
story to the student, and find the matching annotated teacher copy for 
yourself, with a rubric copied on the back. Each story features pre-reading 
questions to activate prior knowledge. After asking these questions, the teacher asks the 

student to read the story aloud. The teacher pauses the student to ask comprehension 
questions at different parts of the story, as marked on the annotated teacher page.

The teacher annotated pages offer a wide variety of skills to assess, using question 
prompts. ALL prompts are designed to connect to the main skill. For example, you may 

notice that the “main idea” assessment also has a prompt to assess “visualizing”—we 
have designed the visualizing prompt to relate to main idea, creating an opportunity to 
assess both skills.

The teacher copy provides MANY places to stop the student and ask comprehension 

questions! You may want to ask all of these, or only some! We have provided you with 
more than enough opportunities for assessment, and you can pick and choose which 
skills are “top priority” for you with that student, at that time.

As the student shares his thinking with you, take notes on his responses on the teacher 

page and rubric. Engage in conversation. Allow your student to think, connect, and share! 

When you are finished, take a moment alone to add your final evaluations/notes to the 
teacher rubric. There is also an option of goal-setting. Use this space to decide what 
skill(s) you’d like to focus on with the student moving forward.
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What are the pieces of the assessment?

There are 4 stories 

for each skill being 

assessed. Every story 

comes in 3 levels 
(below level, at level, 

above level).

The teacher 

annotated 

version of the 

story is what you 
will follow as your 

student reads 

aloud. 

The rubric should 

be copied onto the 

back of the annotated 

story. This is where 
you will make your 

final evaluations.

© Ciera Harris Teaching, 2021



How are the assessments Grouped?
The stories are organized by reading comprehension skill. 
For each skill, we have provided you with 2 fiction and 2 
nonfiction stories. From there, you have 3 levels of each 
story: above grade level (4th grade), on grade level (3rd

grade) , and below grade level (2nd grade). Above grade level 
is marked by a star, on grade level is marked by a circle, and 
below grade level is marked by a square. This allows the 
teacher to easily choose a passage but does not indicate the 
reading level to the student. Regardless of the level, each 

version contains the exact same teacher prompts, so that the 
teacher is evaluating the same skills for all students, regardless 
of reading level.

The teacher can also allow the student to choose the passage 

that most interests him. Once chosen, the teacher can select the 
appropriate level of the passage for that student. 

Note: some skills are specific to genre, so you may not have 2 fiction/2 nonfiction stories 
for that skill. For example, the skill of identifying text features only relates to nonfiction, 
so all 4 stories for that skill are nonfiction.

How do I organize These?
The assessments are best organized in a binder, by skill. On the following pages, we 
have provided you with a binder cover and tabs! While you can re-use the student copy 
of each story, you may want to make a couple copies of each one, 

just to be safe. 

We suggest copying the teacher annotated page 
and teacher rubric front-to-back and being sure to 
have several copies of each on hand, since you will 

be taking notes and storing these elsewhere when 
complete. There are 3 different annotated pages 
(to match the student stories since the texts are 
leveled), but only one version of the rubric, as all the 
skills stay the same across levels. 

Level 
indicators

Copy the teacher 
annotated page and the 

rubric front-to-back 
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Why isn’t there an answer key?
A reading conference is a place for students to THINK, SHARE, and CONNECT. There simply 

aren’t black and white answers to many of the prompts provided here—a student’s 
personal connections to a text, visual imagery, etc. are all specific to that student. This 
reading comprehension assessment goes deeper than surface-level thinking.  

In this teacher guide, we have provided you an example of what an assessment may look 

like when complete. We hope this helps give you an idea of what you can stand to gain 
from these assessments, and how to use the information to best empower you as a 
reading teacher!

The Assessment is Complete. now what?
You now have invaluable information at your fingertips! You can place the student copy of 

the stories back in your binder, and use the rubric to drive your reading instruction forward!

Here are a few ways you can use the information you gained from your assessments:
• create small groups based on skills to remediate/enrich
• utilize as a tool to set individual reading goals

• use as documentation to show reading growth and identify deficits
• provide talking points for parents when discussing reading progress during 

parent/teacher conferences
• drive your whole group, small group, and individual reading instruction forward to 

best meet your students’ needs

Your notes and evaluations serve as guides for you to provide your students with as much 
individual instruction as possible. We hope they provide you with the power to be the best 
reading teacher you can be, meet each student at his or her level, and maximize potential.

Frequently Asked Questions:
“What grade level are these assessment meant for?”

These assessments are designed to be used with 2nd-4th grade readers. The “on grade 
level” passages are generally written at a 3rd grade level. However, we recognize that 
reading levels may vary widely within any classroom. Therefore, a teacher may use 

passages more often at one level than another—that’s ok! The best thing you can do is 
meet your readers where they are and work from there.
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“How often should I give these assessments?”

Any time you want to assess a reading skill! We have provided you a multitude 
of stories and levels so that you can assess as often as your schedule/needs 

allow. We have also provided you with Beginning of the Year, Middle of the 
Year, and End of the Year assessments that target many skills at once to 

measure growth over time.

The assessments give the teacher many opportunities to stop and assess—a 

teacher may pick and choose the prompts on an assessment that are “top 
priority” at that time.

“How can I fit this into my schedule?”
We recommend conducting the assessments at a time that you usually have 

one-on-one reading conferences with your students—this may be during 
reading workshop or during an independent reading time.

“Can I give these assessments to a small group?”
We recommend only using the assessments one-on-one. They are designed to 

foster authentic conversation between the teacher and student so that the 
teacher has the best overall picture of each reader, on an individual level. 

However, the information gained from your assessments may create an 
excellent opportunity to drive small group reading instruction!

“What if the story is too challenging for my student?”
First, try a lower level if you are using an at-or-above-grade-level story. You can also 
allow the student to preview or pre-read the story before you assess so that the student 
can ask you any quick clarifying questions (this may be particularly helpful if the student 
is reading a nonfiction story on a topic that he/she is unfamiliar with).

“As I am talking with my student during the assessment, what should I be 
writing on the teacher pages?”
On the next page of this teacher guide, we have provided you with an example of what 
some notes may look like! You may want to jot direct quotes from the student, or 

paraphrase what the student is saying. You may want to make notes about fluency and 
decoding as the student reads the story aloud.
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Reading Assessment Sample--teacher pages

Lacking attention to 

punctuation

Smooth rate/speed

Highlighted 

successful 

attempts to 

decode

Use pre-reading 

questions to 
activate prior 

knowledge.

Take notes on 

reading fluency 
and decoding 

skills, if desired. 
Mark up the 

text if needed.

The circle indicates 

that this is an on-
grade level 

passage.

One rubric for 

each skill! Copy 
this on the back 

of all annotated 
teacher pages 
for that skill.

Asked two questions about the text 

without prompting

“I predict the family will adopt the dog.”

Needed an additional prompt to infer; we discussed 
what it means to infer

Did not assess

Gave detailed description of visualization

Identified all main components with little prompting

Did not assess

• Additional instruction needed for making inferences
-Possible goal: I can pause and make an inference about the plot when 

reading a fiction text.

• Ready for labeling plot parts using a plot diagram
-Possible goal: I can identify and label the parts of a plot diagram.

Reflect and set 

goals—alone or 
collaboratively 

with the student.

Sam April Conference

Pick and 

choose the 
skills you 

want to 
assess.

Fr
ont

Ba
ck

Write your 

thoughts, student 
quotes, or any 

other pertinent 
information you 
gained during the 

conference.

In parentheses, 

you will see 
which skill the 

prompt is 
assessing.
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Main Idea

Binder Tabs

Inference Summarize Figurative
Language

Text
Features

Author’s
Purpose

Characters Plot

Text 
Structure

Cause & 
Effect

Compare & 
Contrast

Theme

Fact & 
Opinion

Point of 
View

Problem/
Solution

Sequencing

Genres Visualize Making
Connections

Context
Clues

Asking 
Questions

Synthesizing Making
Predictions

Determine
Importance

1. Print this sheet of tabs in color 
on white cardstock.

2. Laminate for extra durability, 
if you prefer.

3. cut out and attach! 
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