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Differentiated
Teacher 

Guide for 
using

Skills & Levels

Ideas for use

There are 24 sets of organizers covering a wide variety of 
reading skills and strategies. Each set includes 3 levels for use, 

discreetly numbered 1-3 in small print in the upper left-hand 
corner of each sheet. Each level 1 organizer includes prompts 
and scaffolds to help students generate ideas and organize 
their thoughts. Level 2 organizers include less scaffolding and 
require a bit more skill-application than level 1. Level 3 

organizers require the highest level of critical thinking, and 
often include a written response component. The levels aren’t 
meant to represent a specific grade level or academic level; 
therefore, they can be utilized in a variety of ways!

Graphic Organizers

Asking Questions

Author’s Purpose

Cause & Effect

Characters

Compare & Contrast

Context Clues
Determine Importance

Fact & Opinion

Figurative Language

Genres

Inference

Main Idea

Making Connections

Making Predictions

Plot

Point of View
Problem & Solution

Sequencing

Summarizing

Synthesize

Text Features

Text Structures

Theme

Visualizing

Skills Covered

These graphic organizers are excellent for use with small 
groups, whole group, and/or individual practice. The leveling 

system can be used to target students working at different 
academic levels; however, it can also be used to scaffold 
the skills and strategies being practiced. Level1 organizers 
work well when students are still needing prompts to 
successfully apply the skill. Level 2 organizers work well 

as students are expected to apply the skill more 
independently. Level 3 organizers will offer your students 
the highest challenge, when they are ready.



CHARACTER Name___________________________
Date______________________

traits
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Text:_____________________________

Trait Evidence

Trait Evidence

Character:_______________________________

Directions:  Choose a character from the text and write two traits that the character has. 
Then, give evidence of something the character says or does that proves those traits.

Examples of character traits:

Honest kind trustworthy determined loyal helpful

sneaky Daring brave shy energetic guilty devoted
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CHARACTER Name___________________________
Date______________________

traits
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Text:_____________________________

Trait Evidence

trait Evidence

trait Evidence

Character:_______________________________
Trait: a word to describe the character’s personality

Evidence: something the character says/does in the text that proves the trait
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CHARACTER Name___________________________
Date______________________

traits
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Text:_____________________________

Trait Evidence
What can you infer about the 

character based on this?

Character:_______________________________

How did the character change over time? 
Use evidence from the chart to support your answer:

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________

_____

Directions:  Choose a character from the text and fill in the chart with character traits, 
evidence, and inferences about the character. Focus on ways the character changes in 

the text. Then, answer the question at the bottom.
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Figurative
Name__________________________________ Date____________________
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Directions: Complete the chart below by finding examples of figurative language in your text.

Types of Figurative Language
Alliteration: using the same letter or sound at the beginning of a set of words
Hyperbole: a big exaggeration
Simile: comparing one thing to another using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’
Metaphor: comparing one thing to another, by saying it is that thing
Personification: giving human qualities to something nonhuman
Onomatopoeia: a word that is also a sound

language

Text Example Type of figurative 
language What does it mean?

1



©
Ci

er
a 

Ha
rr

is 
Te

ac
hi

ng
, 2

02
2

Di
re

ct
io

ns
: 
F
in

d 
ex

am
p
le

s 
of

 
fi
gu

ra
tiv

e 
la

ng
u
ag

e 
in

 y
ou

r 
te

xt
 

an
d 

ad
d 

th
em

 t
o 

th
e 

ch
ar

t 
be

lo
w

. 

2



©
Ci

er
a 

Ha
rr

is 
Te

ac
hi

ng
, 2

02
2

3



©
Ci

er
a 

Ha
rr

is 
Te

ac
hi

ng
, 2

02
2

1



©
Ci

er
a 

Ha
rr

is 
Te

ac
hi

ng
, 2

02
2

2



©
Ci

er
a 

Ha
rr

is 
Te

ac
hi

ng
, 2

02
2

3



Beginning

Middle

End

Plot
Name______________________________ Date_______________________
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Directions: Use the prompts in each box to help you reconstruct 
the plot of the text.

Text:_____________________________________

What are the most important events that happened at the beginning of 
the story? Include characters and setting.

What are the most important events that happened in the middle of the 
story? Include the problem and how the character is attempting to solve it.

What are the most important events that happened at the end of the 
story? Include how the problem was solved.

1



Why are these the most important details from the end?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Beginning

Middle

End

Plot
Name______________________________ Date_______________________
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Directions: Tell the plot of the text in the boxes below. Then, 
answer each question in each box.

Text:_____________________________________

Why are these the most important details from the beginning?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Why are these the most important details from the middle?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Theme Name___________________________________
Date______________________
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Theme is the

message or

lesson the author

wants you to 

take away from

the text.

Common Themes
Honesty loyalty responsibility kindness

family acceptance courage
Perseverance compassion cooperation

Text:_____________________________

The theme of the text is:

Evidence Evidence

1



Theme Name___________________________________
Date______________________
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Text:_____________________________

The theme of the text is:

Evidence

Common Themes:

Honesty     loyalty

responsibility    kindness

Family     acceptance

Courage   cooperation

Perseverance   

Evidence Evidence

Explain the way your evidence supports the theme of the text:
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Theme Name___________________________________
Date______________________
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Text:_____________________________

The theme of the text is:

Character dialogue

Common Themes:

Honesty     loyalty

responsibility    kindness

Family     acceptance

Courage   cooperation

Perseverance   

Character action Plot evidence

Summarize the way your evidence supports the theme of the text:

What does the character 

say that demonstrates the 

theme?

What does the character do 

that demonstrates the 
theme?

What happens during the 
plot of the text that 

demonstrates the theme?
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